Real inspiration Painted oak

Vintage
TWIST

For Louise Asher and
Warwick Okines, a fully-
stocked spiral wine cellar
was top of their wish list
when it came to planning

their new kitchen
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hen Louise Asher and Warwick
Okines first spotted their semi-
detached Edwardian house in
Berkshire. they were still living
in London and had no serious intention of
relocating We saw the details online a few
years ago and fedl in kove with the character of
the place, explains Warwick. We'd always seen
ourselves in a period property and couldn’t
believe our luck when it came back on the
market just as we were looking to buy in 2000’
The couple moved into their new home in
May of that year, and while the house itself was
exactly what they wanted, the kitchen wasn't &
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FACT FILE

Louise Asher, a
lormer museum curator, Warwick
Okines, a research analyst at an
investment bank, and their two-
year-old son Wilfred

A five-bedroam
Edwardian sermi in Berkshire
Extending the
back of the houss 1o create an
open-plan kitehen-diner with
a sublerranean wine cellar

PRICE GUIDE

for a simflar Second Hature design
trom CEC Kitchens, cabineiry only
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DESIGNER'S TIP ‘Different worktop materials can
help prevent a large space from appearing bland.
Quartz is more durable in wet areas than timber,

which needs lots of maintenance’ vicrona nunsox

qQuite up 1o scratch. Tt had lowvely granite
worktops but the flooring, units and lights
were & bit tired and there was limited storage
space, recalls Wanwick. Tt did, however, have
a beautiful 19605 Aga, which we kept for a
while, and we also asked our electrician to
get the original servants’ bell systern working
again We just like to combine old and new
towches for a characterful, contemporary fieel

ADDING SPACE

In terms af structural improvermenis, the
couphe felt that an extension would create
enough space for a much-needed utility
rooirm, a large dining area and a more efficient
kitchen layout “‘We like to entertain and
needed sormewhere that could cater for lange
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numbers,” says Warwick “We also warted a
functional scheme for everyday family living
A three-metre extension at the back of
the house and a single-storey structure at the
side were built, followed by the installation of
a new kitchen. It was during this time that the
couple’s son Wilfred was borm, so they decided
to enlist the help of project coondinator Will
Cawrey, who recommended CBC Eitchens
to supply and fit the cabinetry
‘It was impaortant for us to try to come
up with a scheme that felt right in a 100-year-
obd house, says Warwick. ‘After seeing a CHC
Eitchens design in a house nearby and also
wvigiting its Enfield showroom, we had no
doulbts that they were the right people for our
project What impressed us was the quality

DO go anline and find fixtares
and fittings yourself if there's
something in particular you want.
We sourced our tap on the internet
and got it for a good price.

DONT imeur unnecessary
expense if your budget's tight.
We saved by not tiling around the
‘worktops, and all the walls are
simply painted white,

ring hob 1o be used when your Aga |
is switched off in summer. Ourshas
just two rings, which makes dinner

parties very challenging. 1&-‘&—

of the finish and the fact that the designer,
Victoria Hudsan, was really creative

WHAT LIES BENEATH
Louise and Warwick opted lor cuneed
in-frame cabinetry from Second Mature's
Broadoak Painted range, in Stone for the base
units and Chalk for the wall cupboards. The
two-tone effect looks bright and fresh, and
also makes the low celling appear higher. For
thiz worktops, a mix of solid oak and white
quartz was chosen for warmth and practicality
Top of the couple's wish list, and a great
talking point whenever they entertain, is the
spiral wine store. ‘Having a cellar had been
something we'd wanbed for years, 8o it was
an obvious thing to do at the same time as »

DO ensure that you opt for a four- = 5




DOMINDG HOB
Meff cocknop is bult
he rustic aak workeurface

SINK AREA
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Pased with the Perrn & -
Riowe tap. a Blanco Whae &=
Shgrarat sink echoss
the quartz workiop
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o Take a look inside more kitchens at housetohome.co. uk/beautifulkifchens ® Beautiful KITCHENS (1£3
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the kitchen refit’ says Warwick ‘Tts basically
a spiral staircase that leads to nowhere but
has wine bins built into the sides”

TRADITIONAL TOUCH

When it carme to the appliances, a brand-new
Mga set the scene. The Aga that came with the
house was a converted solid-fusl model that
wasn't very efficient, explains Warwick. ‘As we
liked the way it made the kitchen into a warm
hub of the house, we decided to replace it with
an updated range. It's a great investment and

7m
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we love the instant heat it provides. Its also
much nicer to use than the old one - in fact,
we successfully cooked Christmas dinner
for 14 people, six weeks after the kitchen was
completed, For the rest of the appliances, we
simply followed Victoria's recommiendations,
which have turned out to be excellent buys.”

The couple love their new kitchen and
guests are equally impressed ‘It's a great place
for entertaining, says Warwick. ‘Wiltred is
always playing in there, too, and even has
his own cupboards for all his toys’ B
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DINING AREA

The open-plan kitchen-diner
is perfect for entertaining
and the rustic table and
chairs match the woaden
worktops, ghving the space
.wﬂ'[‘l'l'ﬂrﬂmd H

CABINETRY
- solid-oak furniture
in Stone and Chalk from the Broadoak
Painted range by Second MNature from
CaC Kitchens. Price for a similar design.
cabinatry only, E13.400

WORKSURFACES

B 27mn ull-stave rustic oak. Price per
sqm E400

B 40mm Snowfall Strata quartz. Price
per 3q m £654

SPLASHBACK
[ | glass in Linen, Deco Glaze.
Price per sqm E£432

FLOORING
B Maoredale limestonas tiles, Stoneworth.
Price per sqm E39.95

APPLIANCES

B Two-oven, gas-fired Aga E7.000
® Built-in single oven, Meff £518

B Existing Freestanding microwave, for
sinilae, try John Lewis £149

W Buit-in two-burner doming gas hob,
Meff EZB0

B Integrated fridge freezer, Neff £1471
® Fully integrated dishwasher.

Meff £350

SIMK AMD TAP

B BlancoSubline 700-L) undermounted
single-bowl sink in White Sdgranit.
Blanco EXT9

B Rubiq U-spout monabloc mixer tap
in ehroma, Perrin & Rowe £210

FIMISHIMG TOUCHES

B 2.5m spiral wine cellar, Sparal Cellars,
including installation £34.000

I Dining table, for similar, try Pine
Farmhouse, Padgetts Pine E310

B Kaustby dining chairs, lkea. each E40
B Justina chair pads in Matural, kea.

Mowva. Price per m £35.50
B Lusto Mink roller blind, Blinds Direct.

Dhuhux Trade: Price per 5 litres £34.99

FOR STOCKISTS, SEE PAGE 154



